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March is the month of the peeking sun: and saying hello to
the warm weather. But this year, March is also the bringer of
something very special: Ramadan. As Ramadan finds us at
the beginning of a new week, the opportunities for spiritual
connection are abundant- and so are the things we can do
for our community and ourselves. 

->Bay Area Clubs <-

Did You Know?

There are over 100,000
earthquakes in California

each year.

    See inside:

PMC’S Day of Service
Townhall Meeting
“An Islamic View On
What It Means To Be
Black” Seminar
Brazil Cultural Trip
Interfaith Lecture on
“Spirituality in
Islam”

    And more!

https://www.baycc.org/


15
JAN

Monday

The third Monday of each January signals the coming of an important day and
the bravery that characterizes it. To celebrate this, on the 15th of January, the
Peninsula Multifaith Coalition (PMC) hosted it's Annual Multifaith MLK Day of
Service, drawing together hundreds of volunteers from over 30 diverse non-
profits, volunteer groups, and organizations across the Bay Area community.
This special occasion saw individuals from different backgrounds coming
together to engage in various community service projects, ranging from open-
air barbeques to elderly singing sessions, from craft & sewing booths to
painting for children, and much more. BAYCC was also among the participating
organizations, attending the program with a number of family volunteers who
then contributed to the different activities throughout the day.
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PMC's MLK Multifaith Day of 
Service 
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Monday

BAYCC and Pacifica Institute participated in the San Francisco Peace March on
15th January, MLK Jr. Day, an annual event organized by the San Francisco
Interfaith Council. This year’s theme was “Social Justice and Beloved
Community”. 
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San Francisco Peace March
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JAN

Friday

BAYCC and Pacifica Institute participated in Richard Heiman's Celebration of
Life at Peninsula Temple Beth El on Friday, Jan 26, 2024. Richard Heiman is an
old Pacifica Institute well-wisher who has contributed humorously to the
Pacifica community. Mahmut Altun a former Director of NorCal, Pacifica
Institute shared his memoir at the event.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
   As we gather here today, we are united by the love and the profound sense of loss
we all feel for a man who touched our lives in ways words can hardly express. 
   Richard was not just a friend; he was a constant source of light and warmth in our
lives, a force of nature whose energy and spirit were as boundless as his capacity to
love.
   Richard was a man of many talents and passions, but above all, he was a man of
extraordinary kindness. He was man of GOD.
  Patience, kindness, empathy, courage – these were the tenets he lived by, and
instilled in everyone around him.
   Richard found joy in the simplest things, and in doing so, taught us to appreciate
those little moments that make life so beautiful.
 Richard was a friend who was always there, in good times and in bad. He was our
rock when we were adrift, our compass when we lost our way. His friendship was a
gift, one that we unwrapped every day, one that brought us immense joy, comfort,
and love.
   As we bid farewell to our dear friend Richard today, let us not lose ourselves in the
sorrow of loss, but rather find comfort in the memories we shared, the laughter, the
tears, the love.
   Let us remember him not with sadness, but with the joy he brought into our lives,
the lessons he taught us, and the love he shared with us.
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Attending Richard Heiman's 
Celebration of Life
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   Richard, you were a blessing in our lives, a light that never dimmed. You were a
friend who left footprints of love and kindness on our hearts. As we say goodbye,
know that your spirit will continue to live on in the garden of our memories, in the
bloom of every flower, in the rustle of every leaf.
   Rest in peace, dear Richard. You will be missed, but your spirit, your love, and your
light will forever shine bright in our hearts.

Mahmut Altun, 
Former Director of Pacifica Institute NorCal
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Attending Richard Heiman's 
Celebration of Life
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JAN

Sunday

Among some of the values that BAYCC holds most important are mutual
understanding and collaboration. Promoting these is no easy task: it involves a
mix of leadership, participation and transparency. To cultivate this ground,
BAYCC hosted its annual Town Hall meeting on Sunday 28th. The event
featured an open-to-all venue in which representatives shared the prospective
plans, projects and next steps of BAYCC as a community and as an
organization. Observing a socratic format, the event also functioned as a
platform to receive feedback, suggestions and concerns from the attendees.
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BAYCC Townhall Meeting
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FEB

Friday

BAYCC and Pacifica Institute organized an Interfaith Lecture on “Spirituality in
Islam” conducted by Prof. Zeki Saritoprak, the Bediuzzaman Said Nursi Chair in
Islamic Studies, Professor in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies,
John Carroll University, Cleveland, Ohio, on Friday, Feb 9, 2024 at BAYCC
Community Centre. The organizers displayed two books authored by the
professor, “Islam's Jesus” and “Islamic Spirituality: Theology and Practice for the
Modern World”. The professor interacted with the attendees and signed his
books at the end of the event. 
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Interfaith Lecture on
“Spirituality in Islam”
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18
FEB

Sunday

Which types of cases do superior court judges usually encounter? What does it
take to become a judge? How much do they make? In yet another signature
Çay, Çekirdek & Chat, youth group RISE featured Judge Bondono, a California
Superior Court judge, to answer these questions, and to stir a jarring
discussion about his life, the administration of justice, and current politics. 
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Çay, Çekirdek & Chat With Judge
Bondono
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Brazil Cultural Trip

M A R C H  2 0 2 4

BayCC Community Newsletter

BAYCC volunteers participated in the Cultural Trip to Brazil from February 21st
to 28th, organized by the Pacifica Institute. The tour delegation visited two
cities: São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. The itinerary included visits to historical
monuments, cultural centers, educational institutions, and tourist landmarks.
The delegation interacted with participants of the Hizmet movement in Brazil
and learned about the projects conducted by them. Additionally, participants
were hosted by local families in their homes and were guided on local tours.
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Friday

Attending all the way from Zaytuna Academy in Berkeley, esteemed scholar
Abdullah Bin Hamid Ali visited us the BAYCC community the past month, giving
us a thorough and detailed breakdown of the place of race, eugenics and
heritage in Islamic perspective. His lecture encompassed the lives of important
Islamic figures such as Zayd ibn Haritha, putting into perspective the true
nature and equality of Islam for all races and ethnicities. 
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Lecture on “An Islamic View On
What It Means To Be Black” 
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Saturday

Orta-lise kız öğrencilerimizle birlikte değerlendirmeye çalıştığımız Berat Kandili
Programımızda “Çadır Etkinlikleri” kapsamında hem manevi hem eğlenceli
saatler geçirdik. Hep birlikte Berat Kandilimizi değerlendirdik.
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Berat Kandili Programı
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MARCH

Sunday

We came together with the women of Bay Area at the "Women's Day:
Compassion in Sisterhood" Event, where we are given the opportunity to foster
this esteemed emotion bestowed upon our souls from the essence of the Most
Compassionate, to establish tight bonds with each other, and to aspire to taste
the pleasure of love because of Allah.
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Bay Area Women's Day Event:
Compassion in Sisterhood
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MARCH

Friday

Respect Graduate School’da hocalık yapan Dr. Mir Sadeq Ansari, Dr. Resit
Haylamaz ve ekibi ile beraber Peygamber Efendimiz (sav) ile ilgili 4100 tane
Arapça siyer kitap incelendikten sonra, buradan çıkan özetlerin animasyon
şeklinde filme çevirileceğini söyledi. Ayrıca sahabe efendilerimizin kendileri
konuşacak şekilde kısa tanıtım animasyonları için hazırlıklar yapıldığından
bahsetti. Bunlarla ilgili hazırlanan örnekleri katılımcılara seyrettirdi.
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Peygamber Yolu
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MARCH

Sunday

Living in an earthquake zone, being prone to forest fires and being on the
coastal region means natural disasters and emergencies are likely in the Bay
Area. This calls for a general awareness and education on how to tackle
emergencies, and how to ensure the safety of ourselves and others. To
promote this knowledge, Embrace Relief NorCal invited The City of Santa Clara
to give a seminar, followed by a brunch, which attracted multiple guests and
was a great opportunity to make connections with the city. 
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Emergency Preparedness
Seminar
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BAYCC Community Iftar
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15 Mart Cuma akşamı saat 7'de Quinlan Community Center - Cupertino
Room'da icra edeceğimiz "Community İftar Programı"nda sizleri de

aramızda görmekten mutluluk duyucağız.

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/9cff3d60-421c-43b1-80b6-dabc3f3d6851
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Saturday
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Presentation of Project at
CSW CSW 68 Parallel Event
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuRej2OqyMU
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RISE- Blossomville
Ramadan Program
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BAYCC Highschool Girls
Iftar
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Liseli kız öğrenciler tüm arkadaşlarıyla birlikte keyifli iftar yemeği
geçirebilmek için hazırlıklarını tamamladı.
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BAYCC University Girls
Youth Iftar 2024
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Youth Iftar 2024
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFlP9sd4u9c07lxnysWT1Zxc0wn-WLS98stM8l7IOPDPU-Cw/viewform
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Sunday
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Interfaith Iftar Dinner at
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Berkeley
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbiI1k1-h3yvQta2BVWrKnQw5cCVf2KCyzAQyQUyAee4f_og/viewform
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MARCH

Thursday
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Müslüman Veliler İftarı
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Çocuklarınızın okuduğu okullardaki müslüman arkadaşları ve ailelerini davet
edebileceğiniz iftar programına bekliyoruz.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfnA7gte-Zs4u9dX1CMzoVeZqXE64q6qkFYYM_5sxsd6yEVDQ/viewform
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Interfaith Iftar Dinner at 
St Paul United Methodist Church, Fremont
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzDuslmNtqkqI8qEY0bP0oQ4Vwmjmi3pMVwZ3fcuYNW7iajw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Wednesday

Müslüman komşularınızı kültür merkezimizde ağırlayıp diğer müslümanlarla
tanışma imkanı bulacakları iftar programımıza bekliyoruz.
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Müslüman Komşular İftarı
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdScO2cU2Pg9xx7Dc6SpKvSmVOvdGMHNvXcII_ceOBQ8PCIWQ/viewform
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Interfaith Iftar Dinner at
Temple Sholom, Burlingame
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https://www.sholom.org/form/iftar2024.html
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 Interfaith Iftar Dinner at
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewhHiO_WVTWgR28hozFEeMqmXTNH8luL95mbeSEtEizIAZhw/viewform
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Friday

Stanford Muslim Student Union ile beraber organizasyonunu yaptığımız
iftar programına bu sene konuşmacı olarak Respect Graduate School
öğretim görevlilerinden Yusuf Rios katılacaktır. Sizleri de bekliyoruz.
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Salaam Stanford MSU Iftar
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9_FjjKBC0rEagzpLpCddthyhIOohZnZ4BFpAH7z1sibzhOA/viewform
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Saturday

Afro American Muslim Community'den dostlarımızı ağırlayacağımız iftar
programına evsahibi olarak sizlerin de katılımı bizi onurlandıracaktır.
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Afro-American Muslim
Community Iftar
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScX2DwD7AkDbOU4aWclbzYNL7wBMKjBv8zAylIyKR5zYDpjqg/viewform
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Sports enthusiasts have initiated several sports clubs:
Soccer, Volleyball, Hiking, Basketball, Diving, Pickleball,
Stargazing, Tennis, Table Tennis, Fishing, Community
Emergency Response Team, Fitness & Bodybuilding,
"Art, Science & Culture Club", Winter Sports, Cyclist,  
Camping,  Life on Wheels, Swimming,  Life on 2 Wheel,
and Surfing! Everyone is welcome to join any sports club
they are interested to be part of. Kindly click the links
below to join the WhatsApp community and choose the
club you want to participate in. You can also initiate a
new sports, culture, and arts club, kindly fill up the form
with your brilliant ideas.

Bay Area Clubs

https://bit.ly/news005-sportsclub

