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M E S S A G E  F R O M  F E T H U L L A H  G Ü L E N  O N
T H E  O C C A S I O N  O F  T H E  E A R T H Q U A K E
I N  S O U T H E A S T E R N  T U R K E Y  A N D
N O R T H E R N  S Y R I A

I  L E A R N E D  W I T H  D E E P  S O R R O W  T H A T  A N
E A R T H Q U A K E  O F  M A G N I T U D E  7 . 7  C E N T E R E D  I N
K A H R A M A N M A R A Ş  S H O O K  T H E  P R O V I N C E S  O F
H A T A Y ,  A D A N A ,  G A Z I A N T E P ,  M A L A T Y A ,  K I L I S ,
A D I Y A M A N ,  D I Y A R B A K I R ,  Ş A N L I U R F A  A N D  O S M A N I Y E ,
A S  W E L L  A S  S O M E  P A R T S  O F  O U R  N E I G H B O R  S Y R I A .
M A N Y  O F  O U R  P E O P L E  D I E D  A N D  T H E R E  A R E  A L S O
M A N Y  W A I T I N G  T O  B E  R E S C U E D  U N D E R  T H E  R U B B L E .

M Y  C O N D O L E N C E S  T O  O U R  N A T I O N ,  E S P E C I A L L Y  T O
T H E  R E L A T I V E S  O F  T H O S E  W H O  L O S T  T H E I R  L I V E S .

D I S A S T E R S  A N D  C A L A M I T I E S  R E M I N D  U S  T O  T A K E
E V E R Y  P R E C A U T I O N  W I T H I N  T H E  F R A M E W O R K  O F
C A U S E S ,  T O  H E L P  I N  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  U N I T Y ,  T O
E X T E N D  A  H A N D  T O  T H E  N E E D Y ,  A N D  T O  P R A Y  T O
A L M I G H T Y  G O D  T O  O P E N  H I S  H A N D  A N D  P R O T E C T
O U R  C O U N T R Y  A N D  A L L  H U M A N I T Y  F R O M  A L L  K I N D S
O F  D I S A S T E R S
.
I  B E L I E V E  T H A T  O U R  N A T I O N  W I L L  P R O T E C T  O U R
C I T I Z E N S  W H O  A R E  H O M E L E S S ,  D E S T I T U T E ,  I N  N E E D
O F  A L L  K I N D S  O F  H E L P ,  W I T H  A  S P I R I T  O F
M O B I L I Z A T I O N .  I  W I S H  P A T I E N C E ,  S T R E N G T H  A N D
F O R T I T U D E  T O  T H E  S E A R C H  A N D  R E S C U E  T E A M S
T H A T  R E S P O N D E D  T O  T H E  D I S A S T E R .

I  W I S H  M E R C Y  A N D  F O R G I V E N E S S  F R O M  T H E
A L M I G H T Y  T O  T H O S E  W H O  L O S T  T H E I R  L I V E S  I N
T H I S  T R A G I C  E V E N T ,  P A T I E N C E  A N D  F O R T I T U D E  T O
T H O S E  W H O  L O S T  T H E I R  L O V E D  O N E S ,  A  S P E E D Y
R E C O V E R Y  T O  O U R  I N J U R E D  C I T I Z E N S ,  A N D  A  S A F E
R E S C U E  T O  O U R  C I T I Z E N S  W A I T I N G  T O  B E  R E S C U E D
U N D E R  T H E  R U B B L E .

M . F E T H U L L A H  G Ü L E N

https://www.baycc.org/


BayCC Community Newsletter

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3 V O L U M E  4







Click here to donate

https://www.embracerelief.org/donation/help-victims-of-earthquake-in-southern-turkey
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A.B.D.’nin California eyalet üniversitesi Long
Beach kampüsünde (California State
University Long Beach) gerçekleşen
uluslararası konferansta sosyal bilimciler
Hizmet Hareketiyle ilgili araştırma sonuçları
ve gözlemlerini paylaştılar.


Üniversitenin Dini Araştırmalar Bölümü’nün
ev sahipliği yaptığı konferansa 22 farklı
ülkeden, 106 Akademisyen ve 250’den fazla
dini lider, kanaat önderi, sivil toplum
temsilcisi ve öğrenci katıldı. 


California Eyalet Üniversitesi Long Beach
kampüsündeki konferansta Hizmet
hareketinin son 10 yılda karşı karşıya kaldığı
zulümler ve katılımcılarının süreç boyunca
yaşadıkları zorluklar karşısındaki tavır ve
tutumları ve hareketin dünyanın farklı
coğrafyalarında faaliyetlerine devam
etmesinin arkasındaki dinamikler ele alındı.
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On the 13th of February BAYCC and Pacifica
Institute organized Fundraising Lunch and Prayer
in Bay Area for the victims of the Earthquake in
Turkey and Syria, participants prayed and
expressed solidarity. 

Fundraising Lunch and Prayer in

Bay Area

On Sunday, February 18, the community in
Sacramento, CA came together for a fundraising
brunch to support earthquake victims in Turkey
and Syria. Participants brought food and same
time donated. Media took interviews with
persons who come from earthquake regions of
Turkey. 

Fundraising Brunch and Prayer

in Sacramento

Past Events



In the Caglayan competition, three of our
students from our region entered the top five,
placing second, third and fifth. The fifth won
twenty-five dollars, the third won seventy-five
dollars, and the second won an AirPod pro. 

Kahoot Competition 

On 11th Feb, Pacifica hosted an art workshop by
Relli Siegel, the process helped participants to
take a journey through their inner selves and
bring feelings to the surface. Participants
expressed their feelings of sorrow from the
deadly earthquake in Turkey and Syria, but
writing and making art together made
participants reflect on the things in their minds
and hearts. 

Art Workshop

BAYCC Volunteers visited Congresspersons from
North California in Washington DC during 24-26
January. Delegation shared information about
community services and interfaith activities
conducted by BAYCC and Pacifica Institute.

Visiting Congresspersons

Past Events



Past Events

BAYCC Chess Championship took place on Feb
12, 2023 Sunday, with 30 participants, originally
from Turkey, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, and
Azerbaijan. The winners of scholastic section (kid
section) were Sedat (1st place), Sadyk (2nd place),
and Jomart (3rd place), and the winners of the
open section (adult section) were Kemal (1st
place), Shaislam (2nd place), and Zamir (3rd place).
Scholastic winners were awarded with medals, and
adults were awarded with cash prizes of $150,
$100, and $50. We may be able to hold bigger and
more professional chess tournaments in the future
to bring people from different ages and
backgrounds together and have engaging and fun
activities.

BAYCC Chess Championship

BAYCC volunteers headed by Nilufer, Ayse
and Kuaybe organized Donation Drive by
collecting necessary items to be delivered to
people in earthquake effected regions of
Turkey. The relief effort focused to help
with urgent necessary items like blankets,
towels, heaters, hygiene products, etc. The
prepared boxes were delivered to the Turkish
Government collection center in the Bay
Area on the 9th of February. 

Donation Drive



Our members from San Francisco, East Bay and
Marin County organized a winter retreat in
Westwood California. Our group spent three
wonderful days engaging in spiritual discussions,
reading books, and having fun with their
families.

One of our members shared that "The retreat was
a perfect opportunity to unwind and connect
with our inner selves. We discussed various
spiritual topics, including mindfulness, self-care,
and gratitude. Our conversations helped us gain a
better understanding of our values and how we
can live our lives with intention and purpose." 

During the retreat, they also had the chance to
read books that inspired and motivated them. In
addition to the spiritual discussions, they also had
plenty of fun with their families. They enjoyed
outdoor activities such as hiking and skiing. 

We heard that, overall, the winter retreat was a
truly unforgettable experience. It brought them
closer as a group and helped them connect with
their families in a meaningful way. They returned
home feeling refreshed, inspired, and ready to
tackle the challenges that lay ahead

Retreat in Westwood

19-20 Şubat tarihlerinde BAYCC gönüllülerinden
bir grup kuzey Kaliforniya’nın hiking rotalarını
keşfe çıktı. Bodega Bay ve Russian Gulch rotalar
arasındaydı. Mendocino'nun sadece iki mil
kuzeyinde yer alan Russian Gulch State Park,
kayalık kıyı şeridi boyunca rüzgarlı burunlar ve el
değmemiş kumsallarla üç millik yeşil kaplı bir
kanyonu birleştiriyor.

Bodega Bay ve Russian Gulch 

Past Events



BAYCC board members and volunteers gathered
on 5th February for brainstorming and to develop
short-term organizational plans. Participants were
divided into small groups in developing projects
with SMART criteria. 

Short-term planning

On Saturday, 18th of February, Pacifica volunteers
in Sacramento organized a sale of lunch boxes at
ISRC (Islamic Society of Rancho Cordova). Each
lunch plate was priced at 25$ and 170 tickets were
sold, the total collected amount including
donations reached 5,100$. The raised amount from
sales will be sent to people affected by earthquakes
in Turkey and Syria.  People coming out from
prayers inquired about the situation in Turkey and
warm relations developed between communities.

A Plate Lunch Fundraiser

Silicon Valley House of Hope hosted a panel
presentation by distinguished speaker Sacit Arvas on
topic "Serving humanity in difficult times" on 20th
February. Speaker shared his experiences and guided
participants on community service and volunteering
areas which needs attention.

Panel on "Serving humanity in difficult
times"

Past Events
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Click here for registration!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7XDtjomdT66X8TbcWFe8HOlv8-W9NiH6lrnDyZZskqEBn9Q/viewform
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Click here for RSVP

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/how-women-beautify-the-world-tickets-545375612137
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Sports enthusiasts have initiated several sports clubs: Soccer, volleyball,

hiking, basketball, diving, pickleball, stargazing, tennis, table tennis,

diving,  surfing, camping, fishing, fitness & bodybuilding, museum, and

winter sports. Everyone is welcome to join any sports club they are

interested to be part of. Kindly click the links below to join the WhatsApp

Community and you can choose the Sports Clubs to join.

Bay Area Sports Clubs




https://chat.whatsapp.com/Bwp2G0YmNPo185ooclrk5P

